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Paddling Muscatine County
Though we don’t have the Iowa Great Lakes, or
Northeast Iowa vistas, we do have places to enjoy
paddle sports close to home in Muscatine County.
Depending on your level of experience, or desire
for adventure, the Mississippi River, Cedar River,
and Deep Lakes Park all provide opportunities for
a few hours to a few days’ worth of paddling fun.
The Mississippi River has public access at
the Clark’s Ferry, Shady Creek and Fairport
Recreation campgrounds. These are all located
above Lock & Dam 16. Muscatine Parks and
Recreation maintains the public boat ramp
below Lock & Dam 16 at the north end of
Riverfront Park. Paddling on the Mississippi is for
experienced paddlers. Strong currents, difficult
conditions on windy days, and other boating
traffic (including barges), requires paddlers to be
very aware of their surroundings.
The Cedar River meanders through the central part
of Muscatine County from northeast to southwest.
The river is wide with numerous sandbars and
shallows. The water flow averages about three
miles per hour with no whitewater to speak of.
It generally is considered an easy “float”. Three
public access ramps are located at Jack Shuger
Memorial Park, Saulsbury Bridge Recreation
Area, and McKeown Bridge Access in the north,
central, and southern parts of the county.
Though many novice paddlers have successfully
made their way down the Cedar River there are
challenges. Shallow water can give way to deep
(over an adults head) water in just a few feet of
downstream travel, and shifting sand can change

the bottom from one trip to the next. Log and
brush piles along shorelines are dangerous to
boaters and should be avoided when paddling.
Deep Lakes Park and Saulsbury Bridge Recreation
Area offer flat-water (lake or pond) paddling
opportunities. Saulsbury has Chicken Creek which
is an 8-10 acre impounded area as you enter the
park. It is an excellent place to try paddling for
the first time or to go and practice before a longer
more adventurous trip. This is where we take
school-aged kids canoeing and where we hold
many of our “canoeing and kayaking try-it” events
(next one is May 20 from 5:00-7:00 p.m.- more
info on page 4).

Deep Lakes Park is located south of Muscatine
an area sometimes called the sand pits. The park
was once the site of a sand and gravel mining
operation, hence the deep lakes. There are 20
named lakes or ponds in the 435-acre park and
several more ephemeral or temporary ponds and
wetlands. In theory any of the bodies of water
could be paddled, but practically only 11 of them

have direct access or can be reached by portaging.
These range in size from 55-acre Lake Chester
to several 2-4 acres in size. Part of the fun of
paddling in this park is working to navigate to
some of the harder to reach areas. But even in the
easier to reach areas there are many interesting
nooks and crannies to explore. Hidden coves,
weed beds, clear water, rarely fished shorelines,
and agates all can be found in this park.
Safety should be first when paddling. Rivers
can be unpredictable. Unseen dangers under the
surface like structures (bridges) and log jams,
high water, and debris floating with the current
all require extra caution. Life jackets should be
worn at all times, even when wading. Children 13
years of age and younger are required to wear life
jackets, but anyone can be accidently thrown into
the water due to carelessness or as the result of a
boating accident.
Other Paddling Tips
• Dress for the weather and water temperature.
Wear layers of clothing that can be added or
removed during the trip. Bring waterproof or
plastic bags to help keep extra clothing dry.
• Always wear shoes. There is a lot of broken
glass and pieces of metal especially in the river
and on the sandbars. Shoes with backs stay on
better than flip flops.
• Be prepared to get wet and possibly dirty!
• Remember that all items not fastened to the
boat are at risk of getting lost.
• Bring plenty of water along with your other
beverages and snacks. Bring all beverages in
non-breakable containers.
• Don’t litter! Take a trash bag with you. Trash
cans are found at public boat ramps.
• Use sunscreen even on cloudy days.
• Take any allergy or other necessary
medications with you. In case of an accident it
could be awhile before help arrives to hard-toaccess locations.
• Paddling is a physical exercise, and you will
have to paddle.
• Respect private property. Much of the land
past a sandbar is private property.
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•

Swimming and wading are not allowed at
Deep Lakes Park except at the designated
beach area.

No boat to float? No worry!
The Muscatine County Conservation Board has
canoes and kayaks which can be rented. Canoes
and kayaks can be rented for float trips on the
Cedar River. We shuttle you from the Saulsbury
Bridge Recreation Area to the launch point in Jack
Shuger Memorial Park in Moscow and you float
back to Saulsbury. Kayaks can also be rented by
the day or weekend and taken to other area lakes
or rivers. Look for more information about our
rentals at www.muscatinecountyconservation.com.

Thank You
Thank you to all those who
generously gave time, talent, funding
and/or materials to help make our
programs, projects, and areas better
than ever.
Bob Schaapveld - bird seed wreaths
Jim Scott - funds for animal food
Scott Sauer - food for our raptors
William King - monocular scope
Linda Stoddard - helping out at the front desk
Julie Herold - teaching the Polliwog Playtime
classes
Mary Bulger - helping with the nature crafts
program
Wendy Ferris - helping with the nature crafts
program

Holiday Closings
The Environmental Learning
Center will be closed on Sunday,
April 16, Monday, May 29, and
Tuesday, July 4.

Thanks to all those who voted for
us in the Muscatine Journal’s Best
of Muscatine. Saulsbury Bridge
Campground was voted Best
Campground. Discovery Center was
voted Best Kids Activity. Saulsbury
and Discovery Park were finalists for Best Fishing
Spot, and Discovery Park was a finalist for Best
Park.

RIP Kotori
Kotori, our screech owl,
passed away in December.
Kotori had only been with
us for about a year. Her
left eye had been removed
due to an injury that made
it impossible for her to be
released back into the wild.
We’ll miss you Kotori!

Thanks Friends
Thank you to all our “Friends” whose donations
to the Muscatine County Conservation Foundation
support the development and enhancement of
environmental education and conservation projects
in Muscatine County.
Joni Axel
Robert & Nancy Grunder
Triple B Construction
Else Paul
James & Melissa Henderson
The names of all donors go into our donor book
and those who donate $250 or more receive a
plaque on our donor wall. Please include the form
below with your donation and become a “Friend”
today.

A Gift For the Conservation Foundation
I would like to become a Friend,
please accept my donation.

Thank You

Sponsor
Partner
Patron
Guardian
Steward
Benefactor
I would like to donate

Thank you to the members of the Fruitland
Community Lions Club who took time from their
busy Saturday to pick up trash at Deep Lakes Park
on October 1. Our apologies for misidentifying
your organization in the last newsletter.
Tom & Pat Buser
Mike & Connie Fuller
Darrell Crieger
Tim & Melody Stevens

$10—$49
$50—$99
$100—$249
$250—$499
$500—$999
$1000 +
my time.

Name
Address

Phone
E-mail

Thank you for your support!
Please make checks payable to:
Muscatine County Conservation Foundation
PO Box 109, Muscatine, IA 52761
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Programs & Special Events
TROUT RELEASE
The Iowa DNR will release trout in Discovery Pond. Trout stamps are required (see
Iowa Fishing Regulation booklet). All Iowa fishing rules and regulations apply and
will be enforced.
Friday, March 24
10:00 a.m.
Discovery Pond in Discovery Park

RAPTORS
Join us for a program on raptors and meet our live captive raptors who live
at Discovery Park.
Saturday, March 25
1:30 p.m.
Environmental Learning Center
Family event, children must be accompanied by an adult
Free

POND CREATURES
Come and see what lives in a pond. We’ll visit a pond and look for creatures who live there using pond
nets and observation containers. Bring a pond net if you have one.
Saturday, April 29 1:30 p.m.
Discovery Park-meet at the Environmental Learning Center
Family event, children must be accompanied by an adult
Free

CANOE/KAYAK TRY-IT
Come try out canoeing and kayaking on Chicken Creek. All equipment provided. Life jackets available
for anyone 30 pounds and over. All participants must wear a life jacket.
Saturday, May 20
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Chicken Creek Boat Ramp at Saulsbury
Family event, children must be accompanied by an adult
Free
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Summer Programs for Kids
Come learn the basics of fishing. This annual event is geared toward elementary-aged kids, but all ages
are welcome. T-shirts for the first 75 kids in K-5th grades to preregister, tackle packets for all participants,
and lots of door prizes! Registration forms will be available at the Environmental Learning Center and on
our website at www.MuscatineCountyConservation.com beginning May 15.
Saturday, June 3
Discovery Park
Free

9:00-10:45 a.m.

10TH ANNUAL KIDS FISHING DERBY
Come to the Kids Fishing Seminar then put your newfound fishing knowledge to use
and participate in the Kids Fishing Derby. Prizes awarded in several fish categories and
age groups. Registration will open immediately after the fishing seminar ends.
Saturday, June 3
Discovery Park
Free

11:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

POLLIWOG PLAYTIME
ages 18 months through 3 years
$5.00/session
maximum 10/session
Join us at the Environmental Learning Center and Discovery Park for activities designed to help toddlers
explore nature. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
June 5
June 19
July 10
July 24
August 7

“Insects”
“Bees”
“Ponds”
“Fishing”
“Clean Water”

9:00-10:00 a.m. or 10:30-11:30 a.m.
9:00-10:00 a.m. or 10:30-11:30 a.m.
9:00-10:00 a.m. or 10:30-11:30 a.m.
9:00-10:00 a.m. or 10:30-11:30 a.m.
9:00-10:00 a.m. or 10:30-11:30 a.m.

KNEE-HIGH NATURALISTS
4-5 year olds
$5.00/session
maximum 10/session
Join us at the Environmental Learning Center and Discovery Park for nature activities such as games,
crafts, stories, and outdoor exploration. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
June 12 “Raptors”
June 26 “Forest Animals”
July 17 “Insects”
July 31 “Pond Study”
August 14 “Water!”

9:00-10:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
9:00-10:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
9:00-10:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
9:00-10:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
9:00-10:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
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Summer Programs for Kids
NATURE ART
$10.00/session
maximum 16/session
We’ll use a variety of natural materials to create beautiful and interesting art work. For this
camp skills are great, but creativity will rule the afternoon!
June 13
June 14

kids who just completed kindergarten or 1st grade
kids who just completed 2nd or 3rd grade

1:00-4:00 p.m.
1:00-4:00 p.m.

GREEN THUMBERS
$10.00/session
maximum 16/session
We will introduce kids to gardening! We’ll cover the basics of proper planting and care for the plants
afterward. Participants will bring home potted plants and plants to transplant at home.
June 15
June 16

kids who just completed kindergarten or 1st grade
kids who just completed 2nd or 3rd grade

1:00-4:00 p.m.
1:00-4:00 p.m.

CHIPMUNK CAMP
kids who just completed kindergarten or 1st grade $30.00/session
maximum 16/session
Activities may include outdoor exploration, hiking, fishing, paddling, creek stomping,
games, crafts, and more.
Session 1
June 6, 7, 8 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Meets at the Environmental Learning Center. We’ll explore Discovery Park, Wildcat Den, and Mad
Creek/Riverfront.
Session 2
July 18, 19, 20 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Meets at the Environmental Learning Center. We’ll explore Saulsbury, Deep Lakes Park, and Fuller Park.
Session 3
August 1, 2, 3, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Meets at the Environmental Learning Center. We’ll explore Mad Creek/Riverfront, Wildcat Den, and
Saulsbury.

Optional Nature Camp T-shirts are available for $7.00 each. The
shirt this year will be orange with white printing. The design is
shown on the left. Ordering information is on the registration
form. Deadline to order shirts is May 19.
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Summer Programs for Kids
KESTREL CAMP
kids who just completed 2nd or 3rd grade
$30.00/session
maximum 16/session
Activities may include outdoor exploration, hiking, fishing, paddling, creek stomping,
games, crafts, and more.
Session 1
June 27, 28, 29 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Meets at the Environmental Learning Center. We’ll explore Wildcat Den, Deep Lakes Park, and Mad
Creek/Riverfront.
Session 2
July 25, 26, 27 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Meets at the Environmental Learning Center. We’ll explore Saulsbury, Discovery & Fuller Parks, and
Wildcat Den.
Session 3
August 8, 9, 10 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Meets at the Environmental Learning Center. We’ll explore Deep Lakes Park, Mad Creek, and Saulsbury.

OTTER CAMP
kids who just completed 4th or 5th grade
$30.00
maximum 16
Activities may include outdoor exploration, hiking, fishing, paddling, creek stomping,
games, crafts, and more.
Session 1
July 11, 12, 13 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Meets at the Environmental Learning Center. We’ll explore Saulsbury, Deep Lakes Park, and
Wildcat Den.

OUTDOOR SKILLS
kids who just completed 5th-8th grades $10/session
Come experience a variety of outdoor skills and recreation opportunities. Sign up for one
or more sessions. All sessions will meet at the Environmental Learning Center, except
Shelter & Fire Building which meets at Saulsbury Lodge.
Kayak Lake Odessa
Shelter & Fire Building
Creek Investigation Wildcat Den
Geocaching
Archery & Atl Atls
Kayak Deep Lakes Park

June 9
June 30
July 7
July 21
August 11
August 16

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

maximum 10
maximum 16
maximum 16
maximum 16
maximum 16
maximum 10

The registration form for summer camps is available on our website
www.MuscatineCountyConservation.com or at the Environmental
Learning Center, 3300 Cedar Street.
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Shelter Rentals

Camping at Saulsbury

The Conservation Board has picnic shelters at
Discovery Park, Saulsbury Bridge Recreation
Area, and Jack Shuger Memorial Park that may be
reserved. Call the Conservation Board office,
(563) 264-5922, for a reservation form.

The Saulsbury Bridge Recreation Area
campgrounds will open in mid April. Camping
fees will be as follows.

Discovery Park
small shelter
$15.00 (no electricity)
large shelter
$35.00
Saulsbury Bridge Recreation Area
shelter #1
$20.00
shelter #2
$20.00
Jack Shuger Memorial Park
large shelter
$20.00
The Saulsbury Lodge is also available for rent
if you prefer air conditioning or a weatherproof
venue. Prices vary depending on the day of the
week and type of event. Call the Conservation
Board office, (563) 264-5922, for more
information.

Free Fishing Days
The Iowa DNR’s free fishing days
this year are June 2, 3, 4. Iowa
residents may fish on these days
without a fishing license. All other
fishing regulations must be obeyed.

•
•
•
•

Main Campground
River Campground
Primitive Campground
Permanently Handicapped

$20/night
$17/night
$10/night
$15/night

You can save on camping in the main campground
with a coupon book for $100-that’s six nights for
the price of five. Available at the Environmental
Learning Center or from the park ranger and
campground host. ***For a limited time

(until April 1) you can still purchase a
coupon book for the old price of $90.***
We will also continue with the “Free Wednesdays”
and the “Two-for-One” camping specials.

TWO-FOR-ONE

Camping Weekends
Camp the first night in any of the campgrounds
at Saulsbury and stay for the next night FREE
on the weekends listed below.
April 21-22
May 5-6 & May 19-20
June 2-3 & June 16-17
July 7-8 & July 21-22
August 4-5 & August 18-19
September 15-16
October 20-21

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
No experience necessary!
Help kids learn about fishing during our Kids
Fishing Seminar & Derby on June 3 at Discovery
Park. Duties could include helping with checkin, the casting station, or the fishing derby.
Contact Michelle at (563) 264-5922 or mberns@
co.muscatine.ia.us if you are interested in helping.
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FREE Wednesdays
Camp in any of the campgrounds at Saulsbury
on any Wednesday in April-October for free.

Creature Feature
American Robin
Welcome, welcome, little stranger,
Fear no harm, and fear no danger;
We are glad to see you here,
For you sing “Sweet Spring is near.”
~Louisa May Alcott, “To The First Robin,” 1840
Seeing that first robin of the year has long been
a sign that spring is here, with the notion that the
robin came back from somewhere warm. But,
in reality it’s probably been here all along. Most
robins who live south of Canada don’t migrate,
but spend most of the winter roosting in trees in
wooded areas with lots of berry-producing trees
and shrubs.

At this time the young are just learning to fly so
are often seen hopping around on the ground and
trying to fly onto low branches, but the parents
are still looking after them. About two weeks after
fledging the young robins can fly and are on their
own.
Robin eggs and nestlings are eaten by snakes,
squirrels, blue jays and crows. Adults are preyed
on by raptors, cats, and snakes. Robins are also
vulnerable to pesticide poisoning due to foraging
on lawns. Robins live an average of two years, but
the oldest robin recorded lived for almost fourteen
years.

The American Robin, a member of the Thrush
family, is one of the larger songbirds at nine to
eleven inches. They live in all kinds of habitats
including; yards, fields, parks, woodlands, forests,
tundra, and even in the mountains up to the
treeline.
American Robins eat invertebrates such as earth
worms, insects, snails, and a variety of berries.
During warm weather the old saying “the early
bird catches the worm” may hold a little truth as
worms are usually on the menu early in the day
with berries and insects later on.
Females choose the nest site and also do all of the
construction. Nests are typically built in the lower
part of a tree on a horizontal branch. Robins don’t
seem to be bothered by human activity as they
will also build nests in gutters, eaves, outdoor
light fixtures, and other structures. Dead grass and
small twigs are used to make a cup-shaped nest
then it is covered with soft mud. The nest is lined
with fine dry grass. Males are quick to defend
the nest often dive bombing an intruder to draw
attention away from it.
Robins may produce two or three broods each
season. Three to eight pale blue eggs are laid and
the female incubates them for 12-14 days. After
hatching the nestlings are fed for 14-16 days by
both parents before fledging (leaving the nest).

Fun Facts
•
•
•
•
•

Robins who eat too many honeysuckle berries
can become intoxicated.
The Robin is the state bird of Connecticut,
Michigan and Wisconsin.
During the winter robin roosts can contain
250,000 birds.
Robins have been the inspiration for many
poems, songs, and even a comic book hero.
In Native American mythology the robin got
its red breast by fanning the flames of a dying
fire to save a man and boy.

Fledgling robin
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Every spring, many birds return from their wintering
grounds in the south. Below are some birds that are
neotropical migrants which means that they migrate south
to Central or South America, Mexico, or the Caribbean
Islands for the winter. Look for them in the word search.
Hummingbird
Red-winged Blackbird
Indigo Bunting
Common Yellowthroat
Prothonotary Warbler
Scarlet Tanager
Purple Martin

Gray Catbird
Wood Thrush
Red-eyed Vireo
American Redstart
Bobolink
Baltimore Oriole
Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Muscatine County Conservation Board
2017 Summer Nature Camp Registration Form
Polliwog Playtime (18 mos.‐3 yrs. with an adult)
$5.00/session Max. 10/session T‐shirt‐$7.00
9:00‐10:00
10:30‐11:30
June 5
June 19
July 10
July 24
August 7
Optional T‐shirt
Total $
Chipmunk Camps (just completed K‐1st grades)
$30.00/session Max. 16/session T‐shirt‐$7.00
Session 1 June 6,7,8
9:00‐12:00
Session 2 July 18,19,20 9:00‐12:00
Session 3 August 1,2,3 9:00‐12:00
Optional T‐shirt
Total $
Otter Camp (just completed 4th‐5th grades)
$30.00/session Max. 16/session T‐shirt‐$7.00
Session 1 July 11,12,13 9:00‐12:00
Optional T‐shirt
Total $
Outdoor Skills (just completed 5th‐8th grades)
9:00‐12:00

$10.00/session

Nature Art/Music $10.00/session Max. 16/session T‐shirt‐$7.00

K‐1st grades
June 13 1:00‐4:00
2nd‐3rd grades June 14 1:00‐4:00
Optional T‐shirt
Total $
Gardening $10.00/session

June 9
June 30
July 7
July 21
August 11
August 16

*meets from 8:30‐12:30

Optional T‐shirt

Max. 16/session

T‐shirt‐$7.00

K‐1st grades
June 15 1:00‐4:00
2nd‐3rd grades June 16 1:00‐4:00
Optional T‐shirt
Total $

T‐shirt‐$7.00

Kayak Lake Odessa*
Shelter & Fire Building**
Creek Investigation
Geocaching
Archery & Atl Atl's
Kayak Deep Lakes Park
**meets at Saulsbury Lodge

Knee‐high Naturalists (4‐5 yrs. with an adult)
$5.00/session Max. 10/session T‐shirt‐$7.00
9:00‐10:30
10:30‐12:00
June 12
June 26
July 17
July 31
August 14
Optional T‐shirt
Total $
Kestrel Camps (just completed 2nd‐3rd grades)
$30.00/session Max. 16/session T‐shirt‐$7.00
Session 1 June 27,28,29 9:00‐12:00
Session 2 July 25,26,27 9:00‐12:00
Session 3 August 8,9,10 9:00‐12:00
Optional T‐shirt
Total $

T‐shirt will be white
print on an orange shirt.

Total $

Camps meet at the Environmental Learning Center, unless noted
otherwise. More specific information on each camp is available in the
spring issue of the County Conservation News. The County
Conservation News can be found on our website
www.MuscatineCountyConservation.com

Circle your choice of shirt size.
Shirts are optional & cost
$7.00. Deadline to order is
May19‐NO EXCEPTIONS

Return completed form with payment to
Muscatine County Conservation Board

2T
YS
AS

3T 4T
YM YL
AM AL

AXL

PO Box 109, Muscatine IA 52761

Name______________________________________________ Age_____ Phone_______________________
one child per form

Address_________________________________ City____________________ State_____ Zip____________
Emergency Notification Name____________________________________ Phone_______________________
Allergies or Special Needs___________________________________________________________________
Email_____________________________________________________ Amount Enclosed $_______________

SIGNATURE(S) REQUIRED ON PAGE 2

1

NO REFUNDS UNLESS CLASS IS CANCELLED. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Muscatine County Conservation Board
2017 Summer Camp Registration Form

I understand that my child will be engaged in activities in which they may get wet/dirty, and hereby give my permission for this. In
the event of an emergency, I give permission for the Muscatine County Conservation Board staff to administer first aid/and or
obtain medical treatment for my child. I further understand that every effort will be made to contact me and/or my emergency
contact. I do not hold the Muscatine County Conservation Board liable for any accidents which may occur.

Parent/Guardian Signature__________________________________ Date______________

I give permission to the Muscatine County Conservation Board to photograph my child and that those photographs may be used on
the Muscatine County Conservation Board's Facebook page and/or for promotion of future programs including brochures, displays,
web pages, and presentations.

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________ Date______________

2
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The Muscatine County Conservation Board meets the third
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Meetings are held at
the Environmental Learning Center, 3300 Cedar Street in
Muscatine. The public is welcome to attend.

If anyone believes he or she has been subjected to discrimination on
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, or handicap, he or she
may file a complaint alleging discrimination with either the Muscatine
County Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S.
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240

Find us on Facebook.

Printed on recycled paper.

