It was another busy year for the
Conservation Board with many projects
moving forward and one coming to a

halt at least for now.

We acquired approximately 15 acres of
ground when the old care facility was
demolished. The Board of Supervisors
decided that this area would make

a nice addition to Discovery Park.

We hired a park planner to design a
plan for the area that may include a
picnic shelter, playground, trails, and

a restroom which the Supervisors

graciously offered to pay for.

Several projects were the result of

grant funds. The trail at Deep Lakes
Park was constructed and opened in
late summer. Funding for the trail
came from a statewide Community
Attraction and Tourism (CAT) Grant,
which will also fund cabins at Deep
Lakes Park. Bank improvements were
made to Heron Hideaway Pond in
Discovery Park. That funding came
from an Iowa DNR Fish Habitat Stamp
Grant.

Other projects undertaken last year
include; fencing in the beach area at
Deep Lakes Park, doing erosion repair
at Richardson Wildlife Area, putting a
new roof on Chicken Creek Shelter,
and having a plan for the utilities and
septic system at Deep Lakes Park

drawn up.

The Conservation Board took over
management of the Old Barn. The
Friends of the Old Barn will still

fundraise and hold events at the barn.

The website was redone to make it

more mobile-friendly, and easier for

Conservation Board Staff to update and

manage.

After many years of requests from the

public for a shooting range, and a lot of

work by Conservation Board staff we

finally received approval from FEMA to

construct one on flood buyout property

belonging to the County. The shooting
range was getting closer to becoming

a reality; all that was left was approval

from the County Zoning Board and
Board of Adjustment. The Zoning
Board would not make a decision so

it did not make as far as the Board of
Adjustment. The Conservation Board
can come back in the future with the
proposal since there was no decision
made, but for now the project is off the
table.

Next year is already shaping up to
be another busy one as we will be
constructing the Deep Lakes Park

cabins and continuing development at

the new Discovery Park addition.
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